What do we learn about Jesus

in the last hours of His Freedom?
When Betrayal comes?

Matt. 26: 69-75/ 27: 3-10
1. What do we do?  Anger/ Offense/ Lack of Love/ Despise/ even Hatred

2. What did He do?

· Jesus never invited Judas but Judas still held the money bag.

· Jesus new what Judas would do, how he would be used but Jesus never treated him any different than the rest.

· When Jesus said, “Someone will betray me” no one even thought about it being Judas.

· When Judas betrayed Jesus it was his idea, he approached them!

· When Betrayal came, it came in the form of a Kiss — 5368 --- Phileo --- friendship love

· He called Jesus Teacher/ Master --- 4461 --- Rabbi, --- The Official word for my teacher.

· He told the soldiers to hold him fast --- 2902 --- take a good hold on Him

How could Jesus be so calm, loving, and accepting?  Because He knew Judas, He knew all about him. Who he was, why he was, why he was doing what he was doing.  The Term - Rabbi, the act of kissing like a friend and hold him fast says a lot about the situation…

When looking at this situation we learn how Jesus takes it when those He has showed love to and offered friendship to turn against him.  He already knows what we will do and why we will do it and He still loved Judas!

Yes Jesus still loved him, understood him, accepted what he would do and even then washed Judas' feet, but all the love in heaven and earth would not change the outcome of this event…

Judas would shame his family, create a guilt that he could not shed, a product he could not erase, a name he could never change and a condemnation that he could not find a way to redeem.

Yes, Jesus still loves us when we trade Him for personal earthly gain but the results of the sell cannot be erased.
When Denial comes?
Simon Peter played the fool and denied Jesus.

I’m sure the words that Jesus had shared earlier, “…he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God”  Luke 12: 9 and Luke 9: 26 “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed.”
Denieth --- 533 --- remove from oneness, refusing, rejecting, disowning, and withdrawing from fellowship

· Jesus invited Simon Peter and had great plans for his life.  “Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew 4

· Jesus new that Simon Peter would respond in this way, even thou he had so stated that he would not do so … Jesus knew…

· Jesus also knew the future and Simon Peter would be so convicted of what he had done that he would repent before the Lord and eventually die for Jesus … This was a learning experience for Simon Peter.

· Jesus knew that Peter would be baptized with the Baptism that He Jesus was baptized with Mark 10: 38-39

· Jesus Loved Simon Peter even thou He had to rebuke him, even thou He had to embarrass him, even thou He had to tell him in the front of the other disciples what he would do, He still loved him.

· When Jesus is denied, He loves, He cares and He is waiting on you to return , but the fallout for your denial is still going to take its course.

· The very people that are watching you will be greatly affected by your denial, especially those who are the closest to you.

When Rejection Comes?
When he stood before Caiaphas and the priest who came to arrest and try Him?
Matthew 26: 63 “…And the High priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God…. Vs 67 Then did they spit in his face and buffeted him and others smote him with the palms of their hands.”
When the soldiers slapped and beat him in a private meeting. Matthew 27: 27--
· The Crown of Thorns

· The Red Robe

· The reed to the head

· The mocking

· The spitting
When He stood before Herod?
Luke 23: 9 “…but Jesus answered him nothing”
There just wasn’t anything that even Jesus could do for the ones who had gotten to the point of that destruction.  It is said that the one soldier standing at the foot of the cross was moved and made the statement,” truly this was the son of God” and just maybe that man became a follower of Jesus but we do not know, but the many, many that were there who just saw Jesus as another crazy Jewish zealot would be condemned forever and even Jesus could not help  them.

There just wasn’t

Judas --- Betrayal --- 3860 --- deliver up/turn me over/trade me

Peter --- Deny --- 533 --- removed from oneness/break fellowship with/turn from

Priests, Soldiers, Herod --- Rejected!!!

Repentance or Rejection, the only two choices.  Jesus loves all and knows all will on one occasion or another betray or even deny but Confession and Repentance has been made available for those, but Rejection, even God’s own special rescuing messenger Jesus cannot help those.

What did Jesus do the last few hours of His time spent on earth?  He showed us what the end would or could be for those three.  But the choice really was theirs!
